MES: Population, Energy and Resources Winter 2006
In Population, Energy and Resources (PER) we will look at the interaction between biology, human activities and the natural world on local and global scales. Emphasis will be on how population and resource demands affect the environment and on the concept of environmental sustainability. You will continue to read technical material from several different fields with the goal of becoming more comfortable with both terminology and concepts. In seminar we will discuss contemporary trends in energy use, sustainability, population and natural resource use and the impacts of these trends on both humans and the environment. Workshops will provide hands-on experience in skills like writing and developing PowerPoint presentations, and in applied applications of the knowledge you will gain in the class.
Candidacy Paper
Advancement to MES candidacy is based in part on demonstration by the student that she or he can design and execute a scholarly research paper and effectively communicate research results in an oral presentation. During this quarter each student will be required to execute such a project as part of the course work. The written research paper must be analytical (not simply descriptive), well organized, present a thesis and supporting evidence, and demonstrate appropriate use of bibliographic resources. At the end of the quarter each student will make a presentation to the class on their candidacy topic. To help you organize your time we have included a series of "candidacy checkpoints" in the schedule below. 
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